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health education of the population and training reserves for the
army. Millions of Soviet citizens, with the assistance of Red
Cross instructors, have gained first-aid badges inscribed " Ready
for Health Defence."                                          Pravda, 1941.
We all consider our children to be the most precious asset the
country possesses, and whilst Soviet law recognises and enforces
parental responsibility (that of the mother no less and no more
than that of the father) both for the material and moral well-being
of the child, our Government seeks to ensure for every Soviet
child the best possible physical, intellectual", and moral care
possible.
In 1940 over 1000 million roubles were spent on infant care,
pioneer camps, children's sanatoria, and other children's institu-
tions of a similar type.
The economic basis of the Soviet Union is, as is well known,
a Socialist system of the national economy, iii which private
profit-making and the exploitation of man by man is excluded,
and the training and education of our children is in conformity
with this principle.
In creche, school, and college our children and young people
are trained to hate oppression or exploitation of one man by
another or of one country by another. They are taught to love
their own country, to be prepared to work, defend, and if necessary
die for it, to be jealous of its honour but at the same time not
to despise or hate other countries.
On the contrary, while our teachers and our leaders enjoin
upon our young people the need to be loyal, devoted, brave Soviet
citizens, they also stress the rights of all other countries to self-
determination, to an equal place in the sun.
This we can do the more readily in our country since the
U.S.S.R. is itself made up of a Union of many different national
Republics and is inhabited by nearly 200 different nationalities,
all of whom have equal economic, political, and cultural rights.
The fraternity and amity existing between the peoples of the
multi-national State of the U.S.S.R. act as a living example of
the lesson of patriotic love for one's own country combined with
an international fraternal regard for the rights of other countries
which we endeavour to inculcate in our young people.
MADAME MAISKY, 1942.